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America is always a rush, the stream of men and
women coming in and out of the different exits and
entrances at the larger stations gives a picture which
is somewhat standardized even in regard to the
baggage that is carried by the people, except on
occasions when people are travelling on a holiday
and this I did not have the opportunity of witnessing.
One can say that there is a set look on the faces of
the travelling people, both men and women. They
have a goal to go for; a distance which they expect
to reach for some definite object, and because of
this they try to do everything in the shortest possible
time, and those that can afford the expense, do it
with the maximum amount of comfort that they
can command with their purse; even this, to my
mind, doesn't appear to be commensurate with the
money spent. Take the sleeping car arrangements
for example. Unless one goes into a compartment,
one has to share a section, as they call it in America,
with another, without any privacy whatsoever. The
discomfort of dressing and undressing, washing and
knocking against everybody in the attempt, doesn't
seem to affect in the least the calmness of temper
with which the American people travel. As one
strange to these conditions, it struck me as almost
verging on the ludicrous to see men sitting on their
bunks with their legs and bare feet stretched out
putting on their boots and shoes, hidden by the
black curtain, thus making a ghostlike picture.